Comparisons of the clinical and radiological features and surgical management of posterior fossa meningiomas and acoustic neuromas.
Next to acoustic neuromas, meningiomas are the most common benign tumour of the posterior fossa. This paper reviews the personal experience of one of the authors with the management of 26 posterior fossa meningiomas and 212 acoustic neuromas. The aim was to compare the clinical and radiological features of these two types of posterior fossa tumours to determine whether they can be differentiated preoperatively. The study also aimed at analysing the surgical treatment of posterior fossa meningiomas. The results showed that posterior fossa meningiomas can usually be differentiated from acoustic neuromas on the basis of clinical and radiological features. Preoperative differentiation aids surgical management, especially for selection of surgical approach. In most instances, posterior fossa meningiomas can be totally resected with minimal morbidity and mortality.